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LIVER FLUKE: TEST BEFORE TREATING 
WHEN HOUSING CATTLE THIS AUTUMN
The increasing prevalence of 

liver fl uke in the last few years, 
partly due to climate change 
and increased catt le movement, 
highlights the importance of 
monitoring fl uke risk and treati ng 
eff ecti vely. 
Fluke risk varies hugely between 
years and even between fi elds. 
This means religiously treati ng your 
animals every year with the same 
fl ukicide may be wasti ng money 
and promoti ng resistance, while 
ineff ecti ve treatment (with the 
wrong product or at the wrong ti me) 
will lead to producti on losses.

Housing is the ideal ti me of year to 
tackle liver fl uke as catt le cannot 
pick up any more fl uke eggs while 
not at grass. Monitoring liver fl uke 
at this ti me allows us to guide 

treatment decisions. 

There are various opti ons for 
monitoring liver fl uke that will suit 
diff erent farms. Abatt oir feedback 
provides invaluable informati on 
about a farm's historic fl uke burden, 
however acti ve monitoring also be 
needed to assess a farm’s current 
status. 

For instance, farms with previously 
high levels of fl uke may benefi t 
from blood testi ng a group of fi rst 
grazers. Anti bodies for fl uke can 
be detected as soon as 2-4 weeks 
post-infecti on giving us the most 
accurate picture. However, for 
a farm that has a low fl uke risk, 
or when assessing older animals, 
a faecal test can also be useful. 
Faecal egg counts performed in the 
practi ce are inexpensive and will 

detect adult fl uke. Whereas the 
coproanti gen test, another faecal 
test performed at the laboratory, 
will detect fl uke 3 weeks before 
eggs are shed. 

Once the presence of fl uke has been 
confi rmed, a treatment plan needs 
to be devised. While it is tempti ng 
to treat catt le immediately at 
housing, there is no fl uke product 
that has a long enough persistent 
eff ect or one that will kill fl uke 
down to its most immature form. 
The best approach to removing all 
fl uke is for catt le to be dosed 2-10 
weeks aft er housing, the exact ti me 
is dependent on the product used. 
Hence, it is best to consult your 
vet on the most appropriate fl uke 
treatment for your farm. 

CHECS: BTB ACCREDITATION UPDATE
Some changes were introduced 

to the bTB accreditati on and en-
try level membership scheme on 1 
August 2021:

Entry Level Plan - to be awarded a TB 
score, all members will have to have 
completed an ‘Entry Level’ member-
ship with their own vet, in additi on to 
having a health plan.

Resolved IRs - resolved IRs (inconclu-
sive reactors) now have to be removed 
from the herd within 6 months of the 

resolved IRs have to be removed 
by 31 January 2022, 6 months 
aft er the introducti on of this rule.

TB testi ng interval & earned recogni-
ti on – if you wish to change your TB 
testi ng interval based on your CHECS 
TB score, you may have to contact 
APHA directly to do this if it has not 
been amended automati cally.

For more informati on, please see
checs.co.uk/diseases/bovine-tb

initi al inconclusive result. For herds 
that are already full TB members and 
have a TB score, 



NIGHTWALKING FOR THE HOSPICE
We were proud to sponsor the 

North Devon Hospice's Night-
walk 2021 at Rosemoor Gardens on 
11 September.

A team of intrepid walkers from our 
South Molton practi ce took on the 
challenge of the undulati ng 5k course, 
lit beauti fully against the backdrop of 
Rosemoor's splendid    vista - which 
was just as impressive in the dark.

If you would like to sponsor the team 

MONITOR GROWTH AND PRODUCTIVITY 
WITH NEW 'YOUNGSTOCK LITE'

The aim of Torch Youngstock Lite 
is to off er a cost-eff ecti ve way 

to monitor the health and growth of 
your calves, helping to identi fy is-
sues as early as possible to maxim-
ise growth and future producti vity.
We will benchmark each farm in 
an anonymised way to give the 
opportunti ty to compare your 
stock with other farms locally.
The Youngstock Lite package
includes:
 An assigned VetTech to ensure a 
consistent approach and a regular 
point of contact for your farm
 3 x 1 hour VetTech visits to weigh 
calves (using a weigh band)
 12 x blood total protein to assess 
colostrum intake
 Mortality and morbidity data
collecti on and analysis.

There are opti ons to upgrade to our 
full Youngstock Club membership of-
fering a host of further benefi ts, plus 
to add on a colostrum analysis service 
- please ask a member of the team for 
more details. 

We currently have an introductory 
off er running for the fi rst 20 farms 
to sign up so please ask your vet or 
call your local branch soon to fi nd 

out more!

There are opti ons to upgrade to our 

they would be extremely grateful 
for any contributi ons. The link is:        
Justgiving.com/campaign/night-
walk2021

MILKSURE
Do you or a member of your team 

need to complete a Milksure 
course? 
We are in the process of arranging 
some upcoming dates via Zoom. This 
course is for any farmers requiring 
Milksure certi fi cati on to comply with 
dairy standards. It covers appropriate 
handling and use of medicines as well 
as current milk residue testi ng proce-
dures. 
Please email us at info@torchvets.
com or call your local practi ce to fi nd 
out more.

Just a brief message to inform our 
clients that Neil Blake is stand-

ing down as a Director of Torch on 
October 1st. 
The good news is that he is not going 
anywhere and will conti nue to focus on 
his clinical role within Torch.
Neil was instrumental in the setti  ng up 
of Torch Farm and equine in 2012 and 
has been an important part of the con-
ti nued development of the business and 
range of services provided to the re-
gion's farming community. Within that 
ti me, in 2016 he also served the wider 
livestock industry as President of The 

PASSING ON THE BATON
Briti sh Catt le Veterinary Associati on.
He feels strongly that with the recent 
welcome additi on to the management 
team of Rebecca Cavill and Jennifer 
Rodliff , now is the right ti me to step 
back. The future 
of Torch is in 
great hands!
He simply 
wishes to thank 
all Torch clients 
for their support 
of the business 
since its incep-
ti on in 2012.

walk2021


