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WHY SHOULD WE BE MEASURING 
CATTLE PELVISES?

The two most common factors as-
sociated with dystocia are foetal 

oversize and small pelvic area. 
Whilst we can control foetal size by 
carefully controlled comparing of Esti -
mated Breeding Values (EBVs of bulls 
and dams) and nutriti on, we cannot 
change pelvis area. By measuring the 
internal size of the pelvis we can help 
reduce the risk of breeding from heif-
ers with inadequate pelvis size and 
shape, consequently breeding instead 
from heifers who have the best chanc-
es of calving without problems. 

How is it done?
Carried out rectally using a Rice's 
Pelvimeter, your vet 
will measure the 
internal height (ver-
ti cal measurment) 
and width (horizon-
tal measurment). 
They are multi plied together to give an 
overall area in cm². The result is then 
interpreted using the animal's age and 
breed, and compared to the thresh-
old table (fi g.1).  Animals are then                   

assigned a pass, borderline or fail sta-
tus, depending on whether they reach 
the minimum threshold (fi g.2).

When to do it?
This should be done in your bulling 
heifers age 13-24 months as the pel-
vis grows consistently at this age. Na-
ti ve breeds grow at around 8cm² per 
month whilst conti nentals grow at 
around 10cm² per month. This allows 
you to select heifers who are the right 
size and if not remove them from 
breeding stock early. 

Consistency is key!
  By doing this on a yearly basis you 
will be able to build up an average 
pelvis size for your herd. Using this 
informati on alongside the mini-
mum guide, you can build up a more 
herd-specifi c minumim threshold for 
your stock. 
  Pelvis size is also heritable, so by 
being selecti ve you can acti vely breed 
for larger pelvic size. 
  Catt le can be given a calving ease 
score at calving and it is important to 

record and monitor this, to identi fy if or 
where issues are occurring.

At the ti me of pelvimetry, we are also 
able to scan the heifers and reproduc-
ti ve tract score them. This checks that 
they are cycling correctly, ready for 
breeding and can remove freemarti ns.
We also off er synchronisati on pro-
grams to ti ghten calving blocks - allow-
ing more heifers to calve at the same 
ti me, and making monitoring at calving 
less labour intensive.

To fi nd out more...
Please contact Jess Partlett  via email;
Jess@torchfarmvets.com or give any 
Torch branch a call and they will be able 
to provide more informati on.

Figure.1.  Pelvic diameter threshold table.
Figure.2. Example of pelvimitry investi gati on results and analysis



A MOBILE COW IS A HAPPY AND PRODUCTIVE COW
Lameness is a signifi cant issue on farm 

and regarded as one of the three key  
issues every dairy farmer is faced with 
along with masti ti s and ferti lity.
Lameness can have a host of negati ve ef-
fects on the cow in additi on to incurring 
signifi cant fi nancial losses;
• Reducing concepti on rates by more than 
25%
• A clinical case of lameness can reduce 
yield between 400-600kg depending on 
lesion type and severity
• Yield depression can last 9 months
• Higher yielding cows are more at risk of 
becoming lame
• Lame cows are less ferti le – less cyclic 
and more likely to be cysti c
• If a heifer gets an ulcer on her hoof, she 
will have damage to the Corium for life.  It’s 
always bett er to prevent the ulcer in the 
fi rst place by functi onally trimming.
A team approach 
If we are to keep cows sound, we need to 
ensure the farmer-vet-foot trimmer team 

are conti nually communicati ng, and a vi-
tal element is preventati ve foot trimming. 
Where possible we recommend cows' feet 
are examined and trimmed if necessary 
twice annually, at 8-4 weeks before they 
calf and again at 100 DIM. We also recom-
mend preventati ve trimming and regular 
foot bathing of heifers because, if you pre-
vent problems in heifers they are less likely 
to have problems as cows. Lame heifers 
never make old cows.
Correct  functi onal trimming does not re-
quire horn removal from all of the sole, 
never involves grinding the hoof wall or 
trimming between the claws and  should 
not result in all of the feet being white. You 
should never have lame cows aft er pre-
ventati ve trimming.
Total Hoof Care
Total Hoof Care is a hoof trimming service 
run as a partnership between Torch Farm 
Vets and local hoof trimmer/instructor and 
consultant David Rowe. We use a modi-
fi ed fi ve step trimming method tried and 

tested by David himself and hoof trim-
mers from all around the world. David has 
25 years’ experience of trimming and has 
been using the Dairyland trimming meth-
od for 10 years. This involves measuring 
correct claw length, assessing correct sole 
depth and correctly shaping claws to re-
lieve pressure – wherever possible sole 
horn is left  on the foot. 
David says “By using up to date cow friendly 
crushes and the latest techniques and tech-
nology, we can achieve great results for our 
customers. By using computerised record 
keeping we can easily identi fy problems in 
the herd and report them to you by email 
aft er each visit, building up a foot health pic-
ture for your herd.”
If you would like further informati on about 
the services provided by 
Total Hoof Care or would 
like to book a visit, please 
contact our Bideford 
practi ce or phone Shaun 
on 07498 332352.

The relati vely cold, dry early April 
weather, which is slightly below aver-

ages for the ti me of year means that at 
the ti me of going to press the strike risk 
remains low. 
This is likely to remain the case unti l well 
into May but it is possible that, parti cu-
larly if associated with rain, we may see 
a sudden rapid emergence of adult blow-
fl ies. 
It is important to be well prepared at this 
ti me of year and aware of the early signs 
of strike which include:
● Irritati on
● Nibbling at tail head
● Increased swishing of tails
● Rubbing
● Further signs of discomfort in
 lame animals

STAY VIGILANT FOR BLOWFLY STRIKE
The most common species of blowfl y that
infests sheep is the greenbott le; Lucilia
sericata. A soil temperature of 9°C or
higher and humidity of 60% will sti mulate
overwintering larvae to hatch and adult 
fl ies can start depositi ng eggs on sheep 
fl eeces two weeks later.
This early infestati on of ewes goes mostly
unnoti ced, however this low level allows 
the fl y populati on to grow quickly. An 
adult fl y can deposit up to 250 eggs. With 
a life cycle from egg to fl y as short as two 
weeks in favourable conditi ons, it is pos-
sible to have over 15 million laying fl ies 
within 6 weeks of the fi rst infestati on. 
This growth in populati on in the early sea-
son is what causes the problems we see in 
the summer months.
By controlling fl y populati on in spring, we 

can prevent the exponenti al growth of the 
fl y populati on and reduce the challenge 
later in the season. It also prevents the 
overwhelming eff ect of high fl y numbers 
on the permethrin-type products, which 
can then be perceived as ineff ecti ve when 
simply they cannot cope. Methods to re-
duce early fl y populati on include:
● Using a short acti ng insect growth regu-
lator (IGR) such as CLIKZIN on ewes.
● Using a short or long acti ng 
insect growth regulator (IGR) such as 
CLIKZIN or CLIK EXTRA in lambs.
●Covering carcases and removing as soon 
as possible.
●Dagging of ewes to reduce faecal soil-
ing.

HAVE YOU BOOKED 
YOUR BVD COMPLETION 

MEETING?

Thank you to everyone so far who 
has joined us for their BVD comple-

ti on meeti ng via Zoom.
We sti ll have some session dates availa-
ble - remember it is a requirement of the 
scheme funding that you att end a 
completi on meeti ng. May dates are:
 Monday 10th May - 19:00
  Tuesday 25th May - 11:00
To book, please contact your usual 
branch, or email info@torchvets.com 
with the date you would like to  att end. 

Are you a super-organised multi -task-
er with a farm and equine back-

ground?
We are looking for a friendly
professional to join our Client Sup-
port Team on a part ti me ba-
sis at our South Molton branch.
More informati on can be found on 
the job vacancies page of our website 
or by contacti ng the HR Manager by 
email, Heatherwraith@torchvets.com. 
The closing date is 12 May.

JOIN OUR 
TEAM!

BULDING WORKS AT 
TORCH MULLACOTT

We are currently undergoing some 
unavoidable building works at 

our Mullacott  practi ce.
Whilst we hope there will be minimal 
impact and disrupti on to our clients, 
please be aware that there will be scaf-
folding surrounding the building and 
heavy machinery in use on some days 
for the next few weeks. 
Our Veterinary Client Support Team will 
be fully informed and able to advise you 
further on the phone should you need 
to bring an animal up to the 
surgery at any point.


