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a lamb depends not only on the volume of 
colostrum consumed within the fi rst few 
hours, but also the quality of the colostrum 
and how much IgG it contains.

Measuring IgG levels in individual samples 
can be expensive. A Brix refractometer 
reading measures the percentage solids of a 
liquid. It is considered a reliable but cheaper 
way of measuring the quality of colostrum, as 
there is a strong correlati on between a good 
Brix reading and the IgG concentrati on.

HOW GOOD IS YOUR EWE COLOSTRUM?
Following last month’s arti cles on the 

importance of ewe nutriti on in the last 
trimester, and the importance of providing 
adequate colostrum for the best start to the 
lamb; we are now asking how good is your 
ewes’ colostrum?

With the increasing pressure to reduce 
anti bioti c use and anti bioti c resistance 
commonly found due to frequent 
prophylacti c treatment of lambs at birth, it 
is even more important to ensure that the 
quality and quanti ty of colostrum a lamb 
receives is up to standard.

Lambs are born without any protecti ve 
anti bodies; they rely almost enti rely on 
absorbing anti bodies from the colostrum 
to defend against disease for the fi rst 
few months of life. An anti body called 
Immunoglobulin G (IgG) is the most common 
anti body found. The amount absorbed by 

Good colostrum should be a minimum of 
26% on the Brix reading and ideally over 
30%.

Taking a colostrum reading is a great way 
of ensuring your lambs are protected, your 
ewes have received adequate nutriti on and 
also alerti ng you to those ‘good’ ewes who 
produce high quality colostrum which may 
be useful for freezing. 

We are currently off ering six Brix colostrum 
tests, at a cost of £5 + VAT. 

Contact your local branch to arrange to 
pick up six sample pots and submission 
forms. Colostrum needs to be taken within 
the fi rst 12 hours aft er lambing, ideally 
before the lambs have suckled. We will 
report your results within 24 hrs and give 
recommendati ons on whether any change 
in the feed rati on for the rest of the ewes 
would be benefi cial. 

TEAM TORCH NEWS
Congratulati ons to Mike Glover, who 

was recently awarded an RCVS diplo-
ma of Fellowship for his thesis on factors 
associated with the reproducti ve 
performance of ewes inseminated 
laparoscopically.

Mike's thesis reports the fi ndings of a study 
that began in 1995 and analysed data on the 
outcomes of more than 11,000 ewes insemi-
nated by SWSBS in the south west of the UK 
over 11 consecuti ve years. It is the largest 
study of its kind to be based in the UK and 
Mike hopes the fi ndings will be of benefi t to 
farmers and vets uti lising controlled breeding 
techniques for the geneti c improvement of 

sheep and also to others with an interest in 
improving the reproducti ve performance of 
ewes.
Mike said; 'The study reported in my thesis 
could not have happened without the encour-
agement, support and guidance of many peo-
ple. There are too many to individually name 
everyone who has contributed but I want to 
thank all the farmers who parti cipated in this 
study, all the colleagues I have had the privilege 
to work with since I qualifi ed in 1983, my su-
pervisor Prof Laura Green, my friends and most 
of all my close family.'
A one page summary of Mike’s study is 
available on the South West Sheep Breeding 
page of our website, torchfarmvets.com.

Current Covid-19 measures mean 
we sti ll can't run our face-to-face 

training courses and client meeti ngs.
But we are keeping everything crossed that 
we will be back to 'normal' some ti me soon. 
We are keeping a waiti ng list for our AI 
course, which we hope to run this summer, 
and are planning more than one course as a 
catch up for those wishing to train. 
Please let us know by emailing us at 
info@torchvets.com if you would like to 
be added to the list and we will advise you 
when we have more informati on.
We are also unable to start our farmer 
acti on group for mobility yet but hope to 
have more news soon - watch this space!

ON HOLD - FOR NOW...

DAIRY COW MINERALS - THEY'RE COMPLICATED!
Are your cows getti  ng the right 

balance?

We see many farms that could benefi t from 
supplementati on but also several where cows 
are over-supplemented, an unnecesary  ex-
pense but also in the case of copper in par-
ti cular someti mes a real risk to the cows. 
Zinc, Copper, Manganese and Selenium can 

help to support the immune system around 
calving to prevent diseases such as metriti s 
and masti ti s. Zinc can improve claw health. 
Copper absorpti on can be aff ected by high 
Molybdenum intake.  Low iodine may result 
in sti llbirths or weak calves. Magnesium is 
needed for Calcium absorpti on. 
Calcium: Phosphorous rati o should be 2:1. 
Too much potassium or sodium can reduce 
calcium absorpti on in dry cows. Too much 

copper over a period of ti me can be fatal.
Please speak to us about a mineral review; 
we can collect infor-
mati on on all feeds and 
compare the mineral 
content to Nati onal 
Research Council (NRC) 
requirements to ensure 
that your feeding is 
informed and safe.

Please speak to us about a mineral review; 



Medicine collecti on boxes are now in place at the following unstaff ed locati ons and should be used for pre-arranged medicine collecti ons:
Bridge House, Roundswell, Bude, Bradworthy, Torrington

Please note the following ti mings for placing medicine orders if you wish to collect from these locati ons.

PLEASE NOTE: ALL BOXES ARE PADLOCKED - THE CODE WILL BE ADVISED WHEN PLACING ORDER. TO RELEASE - ENTER CODE 
AND PRESS BUTTON ON BASE OF PADLOCK.

Surgery 
location

Location of collection box
Ordering / collection weekdays : 

SAME DAY
For orders received before 11am

Ordering / collection: NEXT DAY
For orders received after 11am

Bridge House Grey metal box to the right of the sheep room on 
corner Aft er 12pm: SAME DAY Aft er 12pm: NEXT DAY

Roundswell Black sentribox to the far end of hospital / adja-
cent to building by rear car park Aft er 1pm: SAME DAY Aft er 1pm: NEXT DAY

Surgery
 location

Location of collection box
Ordering / collection weekdays : 

SAME DAY
For orders received before 11am

Ordering / collection: NEXT DAY
For orders received after 11am

Torrington
Black box on fl oor in alleyway to left  of Torbridge 
practi ce building behind wooden door - door only 
unlocked during business hours

Aft er 2pm: SAME DAY Aft er 2pm: NEXT DAY

Bradworthy Black box on fl oor in front of Tamar Bradworthy 
building Aft er 3:30pm: SAME DAY Aft er 3:30pm: NEXT DAY

Bude May be moved to the left  of the building soon Aft er 4:30pm: SAME DAY Aft er 4:30pm: NEXT DAY

MEDICINE COLLECTIONS - HELPING US TO HELP YOU

SHEEP SCAB - AN UPDATE
We are seeing more than the usual 

numbers of itchy sheep.
Two cases of sheep scab were confi rmed 
recently where we suspect the scab mites 
responsible were resistant to injectable 
treatments (MLs); there have also been 
several more anecdotal reports of treatment 
failure where injectables have failed to 
eliminate scab from infected fl ocks. 

We hope to be working with the NSA this 
spring to deliver a project targeti ng Sheep 
Scab, with a special focus on Exmoor fl ocks; 
we will provide more details shortly. In the 
meanti me, please conti nue to contact your 
branch surgery for advice on diagnosing and 
treati ng itchy sheep; do report any cases of 
suspected treatment failure to a vet whatev-
er the veterinary medicine you are using and 

whatever the conditi on you are treati ng; and 
remember that not all cases of suspected 
treatment failure are due to drug resistance.
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INTRODUCING UBROSEAL® BLUE
The benefi ts of internal teat sealants for 

cows at drying off  are well established.
 The reduced risk of new infecti ons during 
the dry period results in fewer cases of mas-
ti ti s in early lactati on – defi ned as fi rst case 
of masti ti s between days 1 and 30 of a lac-
tati on. For some ti me now, masti ti s experts 
have recommended teat sealants for every 
cow, every dry period.
Unti l now, all teat sealants in the UK have 
been white in colour. Whilst this is what 
we’re all used to, it does have some disad-
vantages in that white teat sealant doesn’t 
stand out easily in milk and can be confused 
with masti ti s clots. 
Boehringer Ingelheim Animal Health have 
recently launched Ubroseal® Blue. This 

update to classic Ubroseal®, from white to 
easier to see blue, can help farmers to be 
confi dent of best practi ce when it comes to 
teat sealant administrati on and removal. 

Blue teat sealants have been popular for 
some ti me in other countries such as the 
USA.
Ubroseal® Blue (similar to the colour of 
Blu-tac) is clearly visible in milk. This makes 
it easier to be sure that all teat sealant has 
been removed when stripping out before 
milking, and easier to diff erenti ate traces 
of teat sealant from masti ti s clots. The blue 
colour also helps to highlight if traces are 
getti  ng through to the milk fi lters – if you’re 
seeing traces of sealant regularly in the milk 
fi lters it’s worth reviewing administrati on 
and removal protocols – your lead vet can 
help with this.
Speak to your vet if you have any queries 
about Ubroseal® Blue.

DIARY
DATE
DIARY
DATE

We plan to run the next online version 
of our Milksure course via Zoom on 23 
March. We realise this won't suit every-
body but hope that most of you who need 
to do the course will be able to join us.
Please contact your local surgery if you 
would like to register to att end. There will 
be a 10% discount on the normal price.


