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TOXOPLASMOSIS AND 
ENZOOTIC ABORTION TESTING
Subsidised testi ng for two of the 

major causes of aborti on in ewes 
is once again being provided by MSD. 

Flockcheck 2020 runs from 1st February 
to 30th June 2020 and involves blood 
sampling 6-8 barren or aborted ewes to 
check for the presence of Toxoplasma 
or Chlamydia anti bodies. Ewes must 
not have been previously vaccinated for 
this test. 
Toxoplasmosis 
Toxoplasma gondii is a protozoan 
parasite which is transmitt ed through 
ingesti on of contaminated feed. The 
parasite is carried by cats who shed it 
in their faeces. Infecti on during early 
pregnancy can lead to early embryonic 
death - this manifests as a high barren 
rate - especially in shearlings. Infecti on 
in mid pregnancy leads to aborti on or 
the birth of weak lambs - oft en with a 
dead/mummifi ed twin. 
Vaccinati ng fi rst ti me ewes prior to 
tupping is an eff ecti ve way of preventi ng 
the disease. Regular worming of farm 
cats and preventi ng their access to 
feedstuff s can also help in the control 
of Toxoplasma. 

Enzooti c aborti on
Enzooti c aborti on is caused by the 
bacteria Chlamydia abortus. It causes 
aborti on in the last three weeks of 
pregnancy and/or the birth of fresh dead 
or weak lambs. The bacteria will cause 
aborti ons if the ewe is infected more 
than 6 weeks prior to lambing. Aft er this 
point the bacteria can lie latent in the 
ewe and aff ect the pregnancy the year 
aft er initi al infecti on. 
The biggest risk factor for introducti on 
of the disease to a fl ock is buying in 
replacement ewes that are carrying the 
bacteria. Buying from accredited free 
fl ocks and vaccinati on of stock are the 
best ways to reduce the risk of disease. 
Biosecurity
Biosecurity is important for any case 
of aborti on. Aborted ewes should be 
isolated from the rest of the lambing 
fl ock for at least two weeks. Most 
causes of aborti on are transmitt ed 
through contact with foetal materials 
and fl uids - so any lambs/placenta/
membranes should be removed and 
disposed of appropriately and staff /
equipment clean and disinfected prior 
to handling other ewes.  

Many causes of aborti on are also 
zoonoti c - they can be transmitt ed to 
humans. So remember to always wash 
your hands and disinfect protecti ve 
clothing aft er dealing with an aborti ng 
ewe. 
If you experience aborti ons or a high 
barren rate this season - please speak to 
a vet in the fi rst instance. If appropriate 
we can arrange to blood sample a 
number of animals under the Flockcheck 
scheme. If you are experiencing an 
aborti on outbreak then sampling of 
aborted lambs and placenta may be 
more appropriate to reach a diagnosis. 
Speak to your vet for more informati on. 

You may already be aware of reduced 
availability of some masti ti s tubes.  
There are alternati ve tube opti ons 
available, please speak to your vet for 
more advice on the most appropriate 
for your farm.

MASTITIS TUBE 
AVAILABILITY

TB ADVISORY SERVICE
• Would you like to reduce your herd’s 
risk of TB breakdown?
• Would you like to be recognised for 
the work you put into achieving this?
• Would you like to stay on annual TB 
testi ng when the rest of Devon moves 
to 6 monthly testi ng?
• Would you like to have a TB risk 
assessment and biosecurity plan done 
for free?

If you answered yes to any of these 
questi ons, then an advice visit from 
one of Torch’s TB Advisors can help 
you. We have given tailored advice to 
over 70 farmers in the last 18 months 
to help them strengthen their business 
against TB breakdowns.
If you haven’t yet had a visit, please 
contact your usual branch and ask to 
speak to one of our TB Advisors.



WHAT’S ON THIS MONTH….
It’s a busy ti me for upcoming events at Torch - we hope to see you in the coming weeks at a meeti ng or two. 

More informati on on each event is available on our website calendar, at torchfarmvets.com
Please call your usual practi ce or email jocarr@torchvets.com if you would like to att end any of these events.

PREPARING YOUR BEEF 
HEIFER FOR SUCCESSFUL 
CALVING

Find out everything you need to know from our vets to 
minimise the risks and maximise chances of success 

when preparing your heifers for calving.
Time: From 12noon. 
Includes a light lunch and refreshments.
Where: Fernham Farm, Brayford 
Barnstaple EX32 7QQ 
by kind permission of Brandon Richardson

5
MARCH

MILKSURE - THE USE 
OF MEDICINES IN 
PREVENTING BULK 
TANK FAILURE

New Red Tractor standards state that at least one person, 
who is responsible for administering medicines has 

undertaken training and holds a certi fi cate of competence/
att endance from training undertaken since October 2016.  
The Milksure course covers these training requirements. 
Time: From 10am
Where: Charter Veterinary Hospital, 
Roundswell Barnstaple EX31 3FG

13
MARCH

YOUNGSTOCK MEETING 
- CALF HOUSING

By kind permission of the Hockridge family, join us at 
High Park Farm to take a look at a diff erent approach 

to calf housing, and the benefi ts it can bring. Refreshments 
and lunch will be provided.
Time: From 10am 
Where: High Park Farm, 
Bideford EX39 5EE

17
MARCH

DIY AI COURSE

Join us for a DIY AI course with a focus on practi cal 
hands-on tuiti on to give you a thorough understanding 

of the cow’s anatomy and managing the AI process.
Where: Day 1 - Torch Farm Vets, Horsepond Meadow, 
South Molton EX36 4EJ
Days 2 & 3 are on-farm
Please contact us if you are interested in future dates

17-19
MARCH

TRANSITION COW 
MANAGEMENT

We are delighted to be running this event in conjuncti on 
with Harpers Feeds and thank the Withecombe 

family for hosti ng us. Talks include informati on about 
ketosis and Kexxtone from Elanco and Harpers’ Richard 
Waters discussing transiti on cow feeding. The day will also 
feature a vet stati on on cow signals in fresh and dry cows. 

Time: TBC
Where: Litt le Ashridge Farm, 
Bideford EX39 5HX

26
MARCH

BVD STAMP IT OUT 
ENROLMENT MEETING

Substanti al funding is available to you to take your herd's 
BVD control to the next level through the BVD Stamp 

It Out initi ati ve. Find out how to access this funding at 
a Torch Vets Stamp It Out meeti ng. Join us for lunch,  to 
discuss the initi ati ve and how best it can benefi t your herd. 
Time: 12.45pm 
Where: Holsworthy Golf Club, 
Killatree, Holsworthy EX22 6LP
*Places must be confi rmed in advance - 
please call our team on 01409 31007 to book your space.

27
MARCH

Saturday 
4 April 

kick o�  14:30

IN
VIT

E

BARNSTAPLE RFC HOSPITALITY DAY
Please join us to watch Barnstaple Chiefs 
take on Weston-Super-Mare on Saturday 
4 April, with lunch and refreshments from 
13:00.

Please contact your local practi ce or email jocarr@torchvets.com by 
31 March to let us know you are coming.
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