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COLD WEATHER CARE FOR CALVES
With the temperature starti ng to drop 

and the wet windy weather set to 
hang around; young calves are now facing a 
bigger challenge and could be struggling to 
reach those all important daily live weight 
gains. On top of this the change in weather 
brings a risk period for health problems 
such as pneumonia.
Below a certain environmental temperature 
calves require more energy to maintain 
growth and their immune systems as 
energy is diverted away from these systems 
in order to keep themselves warm. This is 
known as the ‘lower criti cal temperature’ 
(LCT) which varies with the age of the calf. 
Calves under 3 weeks are most suscepti ble 
to these eff ects - their LCT is between 10 
and 15°C. Calves over 3 weeks to weaning 
have a LCT of 6-10°C.
During cold weather there are a number 
of acti ons we can take to help calves to 
conti nue to thrive:
Environment
• The temperature the calf feels is a 
combinati on of temperature, airspeed and 
humidity.
Draft s
• Airspeeds >0.3m/s will cause chilling of 
the calf 
• Windbreakers and draught excluders can 
be helpful in minimising draft s 
• Remember good venti lati on of the 
building needs to be maintained
Dampness 
• Wet bedding and air humidity will chill the 
calf
• Ensure good drainage of calf housing
• Keep bedding clean and dry 
• Maintain good venti lati on
Bedding
• Straw is the ideal bedding for calves in the 
winter

For more informati on, please speak to your usual Torch Farm vet

• Suffi  cient straw should be provided to 
allow calves to ‘nest’ - when they are lying 
down you should not be able to see their 
legs.
Calf jackets 
• These can be really useful for calves 
under 3 weeks old to help maintain their 
body temperature. 
• Ensure the calf is dry before putti  ng the 
jacket on
• Keep jackets clean and dry - a wet jacket 
will make the calf colder
Nutriti on
Increasing volume of milk fed can provide 
the extra energy required by the calf during 
cold weather. 
Below is a table showing the suggested 
increase in milk at a range of temperatures. 
An increase in milk powder should be 
achieved by increasing litres of milk fed per 
day (ideally by increasing the number of 
feeds) - increasing the concentrati on could 
lead to nutriti onal scour.  
As with any milk feeding - consistency is 
key! Calves should be fed at the same ti me 
each day, at the same temperature and at 
the same concentrati on.

Monitoring DLWG is a good way to ensure 
they are on track to meet their targets. 
This can be easily achieved by weighing 
groups of calves and recording their growth 
patt erns. Evaluati ng calf housing and 
management can also help prioriti se areas 
for improvement.  Our youngstock club can 
provide an ongoing monitoring package 
to ensure calves are meeti ng their full 
potenti al and advise on any changes to calf 
management.

PARASITE 
MATTERS

Autumn parasite treatments are available now at competi ti ve 
prices. 
Please talk to your vet for advice about the best product to use and 
the ti mings of treatments.



HOLSWORTHY ANNUAL DAIRY SHOW & SALE
Torch’s world famous hot chocolates 

were in full fl ow on 13th November, 
keeping the impressive number of 
visitors to Holsworthy Market’s Annual 
Dairy Show & Sale warm and energised 
for a busy day. 
Thanks to all who came by to say hello to 
us; it was great to see so many faces both 
familiar and new and we hope we made 
sure that nobody left  our stand hungry!
The aft ernoon seminars conti nued  
(thankfully indoors) amidst a signifi cant 
turn for the worse weather-wise. Torch 
vet Kiera did a brilliant job outlining 
the huge benefi ts of our new milking 
ti me testi ng equipment to those who 
remained to listen to her wise words - 
more informati on can be found from your 

vet or local practi ce.
Congratulati ons to Mr Murch of Umberleigh 
who was the lucky winner of a calf jacket! If 
you are interested to learn the answers to 
our prize draw questi ons, they are noted 
below.
Well done to all of our clients who were 
selling/showing at the event with special 
congratulati ons to Laneslade Dairies and 
Leys who had fi rst prize for best cow in milk 
and best heifer in milk respecti vely.
In case you were wondering, here's the 
answers to the calf jacket competi ti on...
1. (b) Calves should have access to water, draught free well venti lated environment, clean bedding and forage.
2. (a) You would expect to see a return of only 18.5% if using non sexed semen aft er losses etc.
3. (c) >22% is the cut off  for good colostrum when using a Brix refratometer.
4. (c) Calves less than 3 weeks old are most vulnerable when temperatures drop below 15'C and calf jackets are 
advised to be used.
5. (a) You should be aiming to get heifers to 50% of their mature body weight by 12months old.

WISHING ALL OF OUR CLIENTS A HAPPY, HEALTHY CHRISTMAS 
AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

A LOOK AT THE ENFERPLEX TEST

The Enferplex blood test is one of several 
non-validated tests for bTB available in 

the UK. Non-validated indicates that the 
test has not been evaluated suffi  ciently in 
UK conditi ons for APHA to approve it for 
offi  cial use.
The test can sti ll be used with permission 
from APHA, largely in herds where repeat 
skin and interferon-gamma blood testi ng 
has not resolved the infecti on. 
How the test works:
When exposed to a virus or bacterium, the 
immune system manufactures anti bodies 
targeted against anti gen proteins on the 
bug's outer coat. The Enferplex test works 
by reacti ng the blood sample with eleven 
diff erent bTB anti gens, each in its own test 
well on a card. If anti bodies specifi c to an 
anti gen are present in the blood, a colour 
change occurs in that anti gen’s test well.
An animal is deemed a reactor if 2 or more 
wells reach their threshold colour change. 
The degree of colour change is measured 
and quanti fi ed. The threshold can be set 
low or high, depending on whether we want 

THANK YOU!

To so many clients who showed their 
support by att ending our annual 

hospitality aft ernoon at Bideford Rugby 
Club on Saturday 16th November.
A hearty crowd cheered on the Chiefs to a 
convincing 24-18 win against Teignmouth, 
pushing them up to fourth in the league, 
and celebrated accordingly aft erwards!

As ti me marches towards the festi ve 
period, please bear in mind our 

opening ti mes during the Christmas 
holidays: 
Christmas Eve: All of our practi ces are 
open unti l 1pm. Our 24hour emergency 
service operates aft er 1pm.
Christmas  Day & Boxing Day: 24hour 
emergency service.
27th - 30th December: Usual opening 
hours.
New Year's Eve: All of our practi ces are 
open unti l 5pm. Our 24hour emergency 
service operates aft er 5pm.
New Year's Day: 24hour emergency 
service.
Normal service resumes 2nd January

CHRISTMAS 
OPENING HOURS

a highly specifi c result (fewest possible 
false positi ves) or a highly sensiti ve result 
(fewest false negati ves).
Samples taken approximately 10-30 days 
post-tuberculin injecti on will eff ecti vely 
have had a “booster” and the test will 
increase in sensiti vity (fewer false 
negati ves).
As with other diagnosti c tests for bTB, the 
Enferplex test appears to pick up a slightly 
diff erent set of infected animals within the 
herd. Enferplex, Gamma Interferon and the 
skin test can all pick up some reactors that 
the other tests missed.
Key factors to consider with non-validated 
diagnosti c tests for TB in catt le:
• A non-validated test cannot be used to 
“over-rule” a positi ve result to a skin or 
Gamma test
• Defra will not be liable to pay 
compensati on for animals that give positi ve 
results to any privately funded non-
validated tests initi ated by a private vet.
• Enferplex reactors cannot leave the 
holding, unless it is to go to slaughter at the 
owner’s expense. Movement restricti ons 
will not be lift ed unti l these animals have 
been either slaughtered or the whole herd 
passes skin and Gamma tests 6 months 
aft er restricti ons would have been lift ed.

htt p://www.surefarm.co.uk/

http://apha.defra.gov.uk/vet-gateway/
non-valid-tb-testi ng/index.htm

https://tbhub.co.uk/guidance/testing-
and-compensation/exceptional-private-
use-of-non-validated-diagnostic-tests-
for-tb-in-catt le-in-england/

This set of wells has 5 faint 
positi ves. Depending on the 
interpretati on used, this 
could be a clear test or a 
reactor
This test has only 1 faint 
positi ve, and would be a clear 
test. 

This test has about 7 strong 
reacti ons, and would be a 
reactor.


